
 
The Four Chom Chedis of the Four Regions on the Provincial Medals  

 

The official seals of the provinces in Thailand are designed to fit in a round shape, 
showing important historic sites which represent cultural identities of each area.  Twenty-nine 
images that have been used in the symbols are religious buildings according to Buddhist 
religion; among those fifteen are the images of Chedis or Phra That (Stupas). These buildings 
draw great respect from believers. They are also a tourist attraction. They have a rich history 
and show cultural development that is deeply related to local communities. 
 
Background History on the Creation of Provincial Seals 

In 1940, the government led by the Prime Minister Field Marshal Plaek 
Phibunsongkram commissioned that each province came up with an idea for its own official 
symbol. The Ministry of Fine Arts was responsible for creating artistic designs according to the 
ideas that had been submitted. Earlier, the provincial seals used in the Monthon system were 
usually adaptations of the governors’ seals from the time when Thailand was under absolute 
monarchy, while some were taken from the emblems used on Boy Scout flags. There were 
fourteen of them before the change of the Thai regime in 1932. Some of the seals that are 
currently in use were redesigned; however their original concepts remained the same.  

From past to present, Buddhism has been an important influence in creating moral 
precepts and ideas that would shape beliefs in the Thai society. There is a strong belief 
particularly in Lord Buddha’s relics or the tradition of worshipping the relics, not only of the 
Lord Buddha but also of the disciples of Buddha as well as common Buddhist monks. The 
worshipping of relics in Buddhism dated back to around 3rd Century BCE in the period of 
Ashoka the Great. King Ashoka sent monks and the relics of Buddha to various lands for the 
relics to be placed in stupas or Chedis across the world. Thailand was one of the destinations. 
As a result, the ruling class such as kings, nobilities, and monks initiated the tradition of 
building stupas or Chedis for religious purpose. Each Chedi or stupa would possess its own 
history as well as architectural and artistic styles. 



           
Khon Kaen Provincial Seal is the Picture of Phra That Kham Kaen and  

Sakon Nakhon Provincial Seal is the Picture of Phra That Choeng Chum 
Designed by the Fine Art Department and Announced in 1941 

 
The Meaning of Chedi 

Chedi means worthy of respect. It refers also to persons, places, or objects of 
worship. There are four types of Chedi related to Buddha: 1) Thatu Chedi refers to the deposit 
of Buddha’s relics 2) Boriphoka Chedi refers to objects or places which were once used by 
Buddha 3) Dharma Chedi refers to the deposit of Dharma or words of Buddha 4) Utthesika 
Chedi refers to statues to represent Buddha. According to Thai art, it is understood to be a 
cone-shaped building with a pointy top, containing holy substance such as the relics of Lord 
Buddha or of one’s ancestors. 
 
The Image of Chedis as the Provincial Seals 

Thailand can be generally divided into four cultural regions, namely the northern, 
the northeastern, the central and the southern region. It is consisted of seventy six provinces 
and one special administrative area. Of all seals, there are fifteen provincial seals which bear 
an image of a Chedi specific to a province. These include: Nan province: the chedi of Phra 
That Chae Haeng; Prae province: Phra That Cho Hae; Khon Kaen province: Phra That Kham 
Kaen; Yasothon province: Phra That A-non; Roi Et province: Sri Chai Mongkol; Loei province: 
Phra That Si Song Rak; Sakon Nakhon province: Phra That Choeng Chum; Samut Prokan 
province: Phra Samut Chedi, Kanchanaburi province: the Three Chedis, Phattalung province: 
the Chedi on Khao Ok Thalu mountain; Surat Thani province: Phra Boromathat Chaiya; 
Lamphun province: Phra That Haripunchai; Nakhon Pathom province: Phra Pathom Chedi; 
Nakhon Phanom province: Phra That Phanom; and Nakhon Si Thammarat province: Phra 
Borommathat Chedi. 

 



 
The last four Chedis just mentioned above were each located in four different 

regions of Thailand. They were once instrumental to the idealization of the borders of the 
modern Siam. This is due to Prince Damrong Rajanubhab’s approach of utilizing local beliefs 
and cultures to determine national borders during the change of the regime in 1932 AD. The 
Chedis which appeared on the provincial seals are especially significant to each given area. 
They also had important cultural background and a complex role to play in the history of how 
the Thai nation was to be perceived.  

 
 

 
Prince Damrong Rajanubhab (1862 – 1943 AD) 

He wrote a lot of cultural, historical and archeological books.  
He also explained the Eight Chom Chedis of Siam in 1942 AD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
พระเจดีย์ จ านวน ๔ องค์ตามคติจอมเจดีย์ทั้ง ๘ ที่ถูกน ามาใช้เป็นตราประจ าจังหวัดในปัจจุบัน 

 
The Four Chedis Provincial Seals  

 
The Chedis of the Four Regions and the Eight Chom Chedis 

The status of Chom (Grand) Chedis was created by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab 
around 1916 AD. The Prince selected eight Chedis from all over Siam and gave them the 
status of Chom Chedi to elevate them to a higher status than others Chedis. The locations of 
the selected Chedis were scattered across every region of Siam. They include the following: 

 1. Phra Pathom Chedi, Wat Phra Pathom Chedi Temple, Nakhon Pathom 
province 

 2. Phra Prang Sam Yod Pagoda, Wat Phra Si Mahathat, Lop Buri province 
 3. The Chedi of  Phra That Haripunchai, Wat Phra That Haripunchai temple, 

Lamphun province  
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

4. The Chedi of Phra That Phanom,  Wat Phra That Phanom temple, Nakhon 
Phanom province 

5. Phra Prang pagoda, Wat Phra Si Rattana Mahathat Chaliang temple, Sukhothai 
province 

6. Phra Baromathat Chedi,  Wat Phra Mahathat Voramahavihan temple, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat province 

7. Phra Chedi Chang Lom, Si Satchanalai City, Sukhothai province 

8. The Chedi of Wat Yai Chai Mongkol, Wat Yai Chai Mongkol temple, Phra Nakhon 
Si Ayutthaya province. 

Such initiative was reflected in a statement in a conversation between the Prince 
and Somdet Phra Wannarat (Plod KittiSophano), the former abbot of Wat Benchamabophit 
Dusitvanaram in 1942 AD. The Prince said,  

“…Since Thailand is the land of Buddhism, there are Buddhist religious sites 
scattered all over the country. They vary in age and in style of art because the styles were 
done according to beliefs that were in fashion at each given period. Among hundreds and 
thousands of places of worship, there are only eight that are worthy to be elevated to the 
status of Chom Chedi of Siam…” 

Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, who was the leading figure in Thai political thought at 
the time, materialized his idea by commissioning the Department of Fine Arts to design and 
create a mural painting of the eight Chom Chedis in the Ubosot hall of Wat Benchamabophit 
Dusitvanaram temple. Each space between the Ubosot’s pillars would depict an image of a 
Chom Chedi. The commission took place around 1942-1946 AD when Siam became the center 
of political culture but was still a sensitive one. This mural art of Chedis represented a shift in 
ideas towards a more modern outlook. Traditionally, murals tended to focus on ideals and 
imaginations. This time they were meant to depict real places and events. Proportions and 
colors were used realistically. They also revealed a political agenda, implying political 
authority over the places that were depicted and emphasizing permanent national borders, 
just like what had been achieved in the West. 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stupa


 
 
Additionally, in painting the four Chom Chedis that have been selected, namely 

Phra Prang Sam Yod Pagoda of Wat Phra Si Mahathat temple in Lop Buri province, Phra Chedi 
Chang Lom of Sukhothai province, and the Chedi of Wat Yai Chai Mongkol of Phra Nakhon Si 
Ayutthaya province, the age or the time of construction was taken into consideration. 
Moreover, the Chedis were explained in relation to the local kings who held important status 
in mainstream Thai culture, namely King Ramkhamhaeng of Sukhothai period and King 
Naresuan of Ayutthaya. 
 

        
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
                    
 

Phra Chedi Chang Lom 

The Picture of Phra Prang at Wat Phra Si Mahathat temple  
in Lop Buri Province 

The Picture of Phra Prang at Wat Phra Si Mahathat temple  
in Sukhothai Province 

Phra Chedi Chang Lom 
of Sukhothai Province 

Chedi of Wat Yai Chai Mongkol  
of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province 



 

 
The narrative of eight Chom Chedis was repeated when the Ubosot hall of Wat 

Benchamabophit temple was replicated at Wat Phra Si Mahathat Woramahaviharn (Bang Khen) 
or alternatively called Democracy temple in 1941 AD. Similarly, the image of the eight Chom 
Chedis was painted on spaces between the walls in the Ubosot hall. 

The images of four well-known Chom Chedis were used on the provincial seals of 
the four provinces:  

1. The Chedi of Phra That Haripunchai, Lamphun province Northern region 
2. The Chedi of Phra That Phanom, Nakhon Phanom province Northeastern region 
3. Phra Pathom Chedi, Wat Phra Pathom Chedi temple, Nakhon Pathom province 

Central region  
4. Phra Baromathat Chedi, Wat Phra Mahathat Voramahavihan temple, Nakhon Si 

Thammarat province Southern region 
 

 All four Chedis are each region’s important religious sites. They commonly 
represent Lankawong Theravada sect of Buddhism. One of the standards of selection is the 
period of construction. The Chedis to be selected could not have been constructed later than 
13th Century AD. The reason behind such standard might have been due to Prince Damrong 
Rajanubhab’s experience as the Ministry of Interior from 1892-1915 AD. The Prince may have 
had knowledge about local beliefs which each region had in common and how they were 
perceived among locals. This could be tremendously helpful in uniting peoples from different 
areas. 
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(Left) 
Phra Pathom Chedi, Wat Phra Pathom Chedi Temple, Nakhon Pathom Province 

(Right) 
Phra Baromathat Chedi, Wat Phra Mahathat Voramahavihan Temple, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 

 
Phra That Haripunchai: The Provincial Seal of Lamphun Province  

“It is designated that the government emblem is the image of Phra That 
Haripunchai which has always been the province’s sacred historic sites. The background color 
[of the seal] is blue. The image is embroidered with golden color.” Phra That Haripunchai is 
believed to host the relics of Lord Buddha, specifically the crown of the head, chest bones, 
finger bones, and an alms bowl full of bone fragments. The Chedi was built in the period of 
King Adityaraja of Hariphunchai, descending form Jamadevi dynasty in 1064 AD. Initially, it was 
a square hall stupa with a pyramidal roof like a Prasat. In the period of King Phaya 
Mengrai(1283-1316 AD) the stupa was rebuilt into a bell shape. Several renovations took place 
during the period of Mengrai dynasty. The current shape was the result achieved under a 
cooperation between King Tilokaraj and the monk Phra Maha Methangara Thera. The Chedi 
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was rebuilt to achieve 92 cubits in height and 52 cubits. It was plated with gold. Wat Phra That 
Haripunchai temple was given the status of first tiered royal temple on 21st July according to 
the royal gazette, book 55, page 1476, dated 7 August 1938. An important tradition related to 
the Chedi is the ceremony to sprinkle water onto Phra That or Paed Peng (the full moon of 8th 
month) Festival. This ceremony takes place every year on the 6th lunar month according to 
Thai calendar or 8th lunar month according to Lanna calendar. Phra That Haripunchai was 
elevated to Chom Chedi status due to it being the first Chedi that was ever built in the 
provinces of Lannathai. 
 

 
Phra That Haripunchai in Lamphum Province 

 

 
Lamphun Flag 

The background is blue in color. The central is the picture of Phra That Haripunchai,  
the bottom is the white legend “Lamphun Province” 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Phra Pathom Chedi: The provincial seal of Nakhon Pathom province 

“It is designated that the government emblem is the image of the great Chedi 
decorated with a Mongkut symbol on the Chedi.”  

The great Chedi refers to Phra Pathom Chedi which was built by the monks named 
Sona and Uttara.  

Mongkut refers to King Mongkut who ordered the rebuilt of the Chedi thus gave it 
the current shape and greatness. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phra Pathom Chedi in 1925 AD 
 

 The provincial seal of Nakhon Pathom province is an image of Phra Pathom 
Chedi decorated with the number four which resides within the design of the royal crown. The 
image was previously used on Monthon Nakhonchaisi’s Boy Scouts flag. The Chedi is a large 
spherical pagoda shape made with concrete and decorated with ceramic tiles. It has a glass 
lotus base. It was a construction of one large Chedi over two Chedis that had originally been 
there. The first was a stupa in Sanchi style that was built around 557 AD in King Ashoka’s 
period. The other was a tower-shaped stupa according to ancient Khmer style of architecture 
and was built around 1257 AD. King Mongkut ordered the construction in 1853 AD and gave   

 
 
 
 



 
 

the name “Phra Pathom Chedi” because the King assumed that the original Chedi might have 
been the first Chedi that was ever built in Siam, and the other was built when the missionaries 
arrived in the Land of Suvarnabhumi to propagate the Buddhist religion. Wat Phra Prathom 
Chedi temple has a status as the royal temple situated in the first tiered province. According 
to ranks, the temple has ‘rachawora Maha Viharn’ which refers to temples with grand building 
that was personally built by the kings, the queens, or the crown prince. Statuses are recorded 
in the royal gazette, book 32, page 284, dated 3rd October 1942 AD, and the announcement of 
then the Ministry of Public Instruction, Department of the Sankha Affairs, regarding the 
regulations of royal temples. An important tradition related to the Chedi is the ceremony to 
pay homage to Phra Pathom Chedi. This ceremony takes place every year on full moon day to 
the fifth waxing moon day of the 12th lunar month according to Thai calendar. 
Phra Pathom Chedi was elevated to Chom Chedi status because it was built when Buddhism 
was introduced into Siam. 

 

 
Phra Pathom Chedi, Wat Phra Pathom Chedi Temple, Nakhon Pathom Province 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Nakhon Pathom Flag 

The background is royal blue in color. The central is the picture of Phra Pathom Chedi.  
The Thai numeral ‘4’ is under the Great Crown of Victory. 

The bottom is the white legend “Nakhon Pathom” 
 

Phra That Phanom: The provincial seal of Nakhon Phanom 
It is designated that the government emblem is the image of the great Chedi of 

Phra That Phanom, the province’s sacred site. It is a center of worship and for all people of 
Nakhon Phanom province. It has commanded the people’s faith and has been regarded as the 
sacred soul of the city for over 2,500 years. According to a local tale named Urankanitan, Lord 
Buddha and Ananda Thera the primary disciple of Lord Buddha arrived, spoke and gave a 
prediction at the site. Phra That Phanom is believed to be a deposit of Lord Buddha’s left 
chest bone. It was built around 657-857 AD. There had been several renovations through time. 
Until 1975, the chedi collapsed entirely after withstanding days of storm, therefore a grand 
renovation took place and finished in 1979 AD. Phra That Phanom is seen as an important 
place of worship for both Thai and Lao people, on both sides of the Mekong river.  An 
important tradition related to the Chedi is the ceremony to pay homage to Phra That Phanom. 
This ceremony takes place every year from the 8th  waxing moon day of the 2nd lunar month 
to the first waxing moon day of the 3rd lunar month according to Thai calendar. Phra That 
Phanom was elevated to Chom Chedi status due to it being the first Chedi that was ever built 
Isan region. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The drawing of the former Phra That Phanom restored by Chao Raja Kru Phon Samed in  1690 AD 

recorded by Marie Joseph François Garnier,  
a French mission leader of the Mekong Exploration Commission in 1868 AD 

 

 
Phra That Phanom in 1906 AD 

 

 
Phra That Phanom in Nakhon Phanom Province 

 



  

 
Nakhon Phanom Province Flag 

The background consists of two horizontal stripes of equal width,  
the upper one red and the lower one black. 

The central is the picture of Phra That Phanom. 

 
Phra Baromathat Chedi: the provincial seal of Nakhon Si Thammarat province 

It is designated that the government emblem is the image of the Phra Baromathat 
Chedi of Nakhon Si Thammarat surrounded by images of zodiac animals. The animals refer to 
12 cities according to the legend of Nakhon Si Thammarat city from around 12-17th Century.  
In 311 AD, during the period of Tambra Linga, the Chedi was built Sri Vijaya style of art by 
Prince Nonthakuman, Queen Hemchala, and Baku the Sri Lankan monk. Later in Shaka years 
1093 or 1176 AD, King Sri Thammasok, the first ancestor to Pathumwong dynasty of Tambra 
Linga kingdom, rebuilt the Chedi in Sanchi style of art. Along with the Chedi, the city of 
Nakhon Si Thammarat was built. In 1227, King Chandrabhanu Sridhamaraja, the younger 
brother of King Sri Thammasok renovated the Chedi in Lanka artistic style, turning it into a 
bell-shaped stupa as well as plating the top with gold as can be seen today.  An important 
tradition related to the Chedi is Hae Pha Khuen That Festival or the tradition of wrapping the 
Chedi with a robe. This ceremony takes place twice every year on Makha Bucha Day (the full 
moon night of February) and Wisakha Bucha Day (the 15th full moon night of May). Phra 
Baromathat Chedi was elevated to Chom Chedi status because it was built when 
Lankawong Theravada Sect of Buddhism was established in Siam. 
 

 

  

 



 
Phra Baromathat Chedi in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 

 

 
Nakhon Si Thammarat Flag 

The background consists of two horizontal stripes of equal width,  
the upper one purple and the lower one yellow. 

The central is the picture of Phra Baromathat Chedi  
surrounded by 12 animal signs according to Chinese zodiac 

 
The four Chedis in the four regions of Thailand not only represent religious 

architecture in each area, they also clearly represent the authority of the Thai state as 
interpreted by Thailand’s ruling elites in the 1940’s. Such depiction can be regarded as a way 
to redefine modern Thainess in a centralized regime where nation and religion were explained 
as identical to the state. Under such influence, religious sites then became a symbol of 
culture and tourism. The use of the Chedis on the provincial seals is a good representation 
local beliefs as well as the life of the local people.  
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